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With Izaak Walton's Compleat Angler we come to a
more friendly and simple way of writing. The Corn-
pleat Angler is one of the most companionable books
ever written. Its professed purpose is to teach fisher-
men how to catch fish; but numbers of people who
have never held a fishing-rod read it for its happy
conversations and its vivid appreciation of the English
countryside.

** No life, my honest Scholar," says Walton to the
friend whom he is teaching, " no life so happy and
pleasant, as the life of a well-governed Angler; for
when the Lawyer is swallowed up with business, and
the Statesman is preventing or contriving plots, then
we sit on cowslip-banks, hear the birds sing, and
possess ourselves in as much quietness as these silent
silver streams, which we now see glide so quietly by us.
Indeed, my good Scholar, we may say of Angling, as
Dr. Boteler said of Strawberries; 6 Doubtless God
could have made a better berry, but doubtless God
never did ': and so, if I might be judge, 6 God never
did make a more calm, quiet, innocent recreation, than
Angling.' " This is the sort of day they used to spend.
Walton (called Piscator, i.e. Fisherman) is again talk-
ing to his Scholar, who because his recreation used to
be Hunting, is called Venator.

" And now you shall see me try my skill to catch a
Trout, and at my next walking, either this evening,
or to-morrow morning, I will give you direction how
you yourself shall fish for him.

" VENATOB, : Trust me, Master, I see now it is a